
Baptism:  A Baptism preparation meeting is required. Please contact Fr. Jon at least one 

  month prior to your baby’s baptism. 

Marriage: Please contact Fr. Jon at least 6 months prior to the desired date for your    

  wedding so as to allow adequate time for preparation and paperwork. 

First Reconciliation, Communion and Confirmation: 

  Fr. Jon will begin planning for these sacraments shortly. If you or your child  

  would like to receive these sacraments please contact Fr. Jon and let him  

  know of your interest. 

Guidelines for Sacraments 

This Bulletin is a chance to communicate the important events in the life of the parish 

and community. If there are news items or events that you would like people to know 

about please contact the parish office with your information. 

The Parish Bulletin 

Announcements 

 Please join us for our Parish Mission this week Wednesday to Friday at 

7pm 

 There will be a parish council meeting on Thursday, February 9 at 

7:15pm 

 On Saturday, February 4 the Church will be open for prayer before 

the Blessed Sacrament at 11am concluding with Benediction at noon. 
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Sunday, January 29, 2017 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  Zephaniah:  2:3, 3:12-13    1 Corinthians 1: 26-31   Matthew 5: 1-12a  

The Beatitudes begin the Sermon on the Mount. There 
will be much in the Sermon that will tell how the disci-
ples of Jesus are to behave towards one another and in 
the world.  The Sermon sounds like a rule book --
  something like, “If you do these things I am laying out 
for you, then I will reward you.”  But the Gospel, even 
when it specifies behavior, is not a rule book.  It is Gos-
pel, the Good News of transforming grace. Where is Je-
sus in all our attempts to follow the teachings of the 
Sermon?  He is, in the words of the parish’s mission 
statement, “At the heart of our family....”  He is the 
heart, source of the blood flow in us that enables us to 
live his life in our world.  So, the Sermon on the Mount 
begins with the Beatitudes, and the Beatitudes put the 
demands of the Sermon in focus...they start the Sermon 
with a proclamation of grace.   

There is some ambiguity about the audience Jesus is 
addressing as he went up the mountain, sat down and 
began his sermon. Today’s opening verse  states that 
there are crowds following Jesus and that, after he sat 
down, his “disciples came to him.”  The biblical commentators tend to agree that Jesus is 
addressing his disciples, not the general crowd. But the crowd is there to listen in --  as 
they are today -- to note the manner of the Christian community’s life together and in 
the surrounding world.  If the disciples reflect the Sermon they are about to hear, others 
who have been listening in, may feel drawn to enter the community.  Will our observers 
sense that Christians are energized by a good force at work in their midst?  Will they ex-
perience Jesus “at the heart of our family” and want to come to a source for new life for 
their spirits?           Con’t on Page 3 



 
Parish Mission with Megan McKenna 

Our Lady of Victory welcomes Dr. Megan McKenna to the western 

Arctic where she will delight and inspire with her unique blend of 

scripture scholarship and story telling. 

 

Schedule of Events 

 

Sunday, January 29 at 11 am Mass in the Igloo Church with the An-

glican Community. Followed by potluck fellowship in the  Parish Hall 

 

Wed—Fri February 1-3 at 7pm in the Church 

 

Themes: 

 Wednesday - Our Baptismal Call 

 

 Thursday - Who is Jesus? 

 

 Friday - Forgiveness and Reconciliation 

 

Don’t miss this amazing opportunity to learn and grow in your faith! 

 

Megan is a native of New York City has lived, 

visited and travelled through North and 

South America (especially Bolivia/Peru), Eu-

rope and a collection of islands: Celtic, Japa-

nese, the Philippines, Singapore, Haiti and 

the Hawaiian Islands and through Malaysia, 

India, Marshall Islands, Thailand, Australia 

and China. She works with Indigenous 

groups, in base Christian Communities and 

with justice and peace groups as well as 

parishes, dioceses and religious communi-

ties. She has been on the United States Na-

tional Board of Pax Christi and in 2002 was 

appointed an Ambassador of Peace for Pax Christi.  

Church Schedule for the Coming Week 

January 30 – February 5 

Regular weekday Mass schedule 

Mon, 30-  Mass in Tsiigehtchic at 5:00pm 

Tues, 31 - Mass at 5:30pm 

Wed, 1 - Mass at 5:30pm, Parish Mission 7-9pm 

Thu, 2-  Mass at 5:30pm, Parish Mission 7-9pm 

Fri, 3 -  Mass at 5:30pm, Parish Mission 7-9pm 

Sat, 4 -  Church open for prayer 11am-noon, Soup Kitchen 12-1pm 

Sun, 5 -  Lay led service 11am, Soup Kitchen 12-1pm 

    

    

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available in the Church a half hour before every 

scheduled Mass time and at any time by appointment. Or just drop in and see if Fr. Jon 

is at home. He will be happy to see you. 

Con’t from page 1 

The Beatitudes declare blessed those who form the new community Jesus has 
called.  Their lives, quiet and often hidden from the world’s bright lights, are nevertheless 
witnesses to God’s presence in the world. What appears fixed now in the world’s way of 
reckoning -- the rule of power, wealth, ruthlessness, oppression and greed -- will be re-
versed, we are told, someday, when God’s rule (kingdom/reign) becomes fully manifest-
ed in the world.  But even now there are signs of God’s presence and influence in the 
world.  It is Christ’s faithful followers who can read the signs and celebrate the hope they 
anticipate.  Christians who have Jesus “at the heart” receive the blessings that enable 
them to persevere in the way Jesus has shown us.  

The Beatitudes don’t tell us how we ought to behave -- let’s make ourselves poor in spir-
it, meek, merciful, etc.  Rather, the followers are blessed by Jesus. He confirms his ways 
in them and enables them to live as he did in a world that does not always accept 
him.  The faithful little ones, the “anawim,” will declare by their words and actions the 
presence of God’s reign in the world. With Jesus’ blessing they will also  wait in hope for 
its full manifestation when Christ returns.  


