The Parish Bulletin

Our Lady of Victory
Catholic Parish

This Bulletin is a chance to communicate the important events in the life of the parish
and community. If there are news items or events that you would like people to know
about please contact the parish office with your information.

•

A meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday, May 4 at 7:30pm. All are
invited.

•

A note of thanks from Fr. Mick
Dear Fr. Jon and parishioners of Our Lady of Victory, Our Lady of Grace, and Holy
Name of Mary,
I want to offer a word of gratitude for all your kindness and great hospitality that
you have shown me in my short stay among you. You have touched my heart and
blessed me in my ministry as a Redemptorist. The communities of the McKenzie Fort Smith diocese will always hold a special place in my heart. May the Risen Jesus
always bless and keep you in his tender care.
With much appreciation,
Fr. Mick

Guidelines for Sacraments
Baptism:

A Baptism preparation meeting is required. Please contact Fr. Jon at least one
month prior to your baby’s baptism.

Marriage: Please contact Fr. Jon at least 6 months prior to the desired date for your
wedding so as to allow adequate time for preparation and paperwork.
First Reconciliation, Communion and Confirmation:
Fr. Jon will begin planning for these sacraments shortly. If you or your child
would like to receive these sacraments please contact Fr. Jon and let him
know of your interest.
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Sunday, April 23, 2017
Divine Mercy Sunday
Acts 2: 42-47

Psalm 118

1 Peter 1: 3-9

John 20: 19-31

When a close friend or family member has died, many of us function
on “automatic pilot” for days or even weeks. We operate on memories, on previous feelings and convictions. It is not easy for us to
adjust to the new reality — that our loved one is no longer with us.
We ask: “How do I live life now? The old and familiar are gone. How
do I carry on?”
The Gospel this Sunday reflects some of the feelings of Jesus’ closest disciples shortly after his painful death. The scene portrays a
range of thoughts and emotions about what had happened. Of
course, from a distance, it is impossible to be certain what went on
in the souls and psyches of the disciples. Perhaps a good measure would be to ask ourselves what would be going on inside of us in these circumstances.
The disciples did not expect the physical presence of Jesus. Their beloved teacher and
friend had been killed two days before. All except one of them had abandoned him; one
had denied knowing him; and another, who was not there in the upper room, had betrayed him. An additional disciple, Thomas, did not show up that day. Perhaps he was so
overcome with grief that he had to be alone with himself. We are not told.
The doors to the room were locked “for fear of the Jews.” It is true that the disciples
could have feared that what had happened to Jesus could befall them, as well. It is also
true that when these lines were written 60 or more years later, the Christian community
was suffering rejection by the Jewish community. Their reading of these lines about Jesus’ encounter with the disciples would give them hope.
In the upper room, the disciples may well have been feeling guilty for abandoning Jesus.
In Pope Francis’ vision, this upper room that night was like a field hospital. The wounded
disciples were assembled in need of care. The divine physician enters the scene and administers the first dose of healing — a merciful and welcome dose of inner peace.

Continued on Page 3

Church Schedule for the Coming Week

50 Days of Easter
After a long week of celebration with Holy Week and the Easter Triduum it is
tempting to take a sigh of relief and say to ourselves, “Easter is over for another
year”. Thought tempting it in fact would be far from the truth as our celebration
of Easter has just begin. The feast of Pentecost which marks the end of the
Easter season is still 50 days away so we have plenty of Easter celebration yet
to come.
This is a good thing. The resurrection of Jesus is a pretty big thing to take in all
at once. The Gospels are very clear that it took more than a moment for the disciples and those who knew Jesus to begin to understand what had taken place in
their midst. In today’s Gospel Thomas refuses the statement of the rest of the
disciples that Jesus had risen from the dead. Life many of us he declared that he
would not believe until he had seen it with his own eyes.
The wonder of it is that Jesus indulged him. When he appeared in the presence
of Thomas, Jesus made a point of letting Thomas put his fingers into his wounds
so that he would be convinced. Today we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, another big day in which we can thank God for his forgiveness found in the Sacrament
of Reconciliation.
As I return from my travels to Paulatuk, where I had a great week with the people, I would like to take a moment and offer my thanks to a couple of wonderful
priests. To Leo English, who returned to Tuktoyaktuk for Easter after having
been there at Christmas and to Fr. Mick Fleming who you have gotten to know
over the past two months while he has been here in Inuvik. My Redemptorist
brothers always inspire me and it has been a pleasure to have them here in the
north with me.

April 24–April 30

Tues—Friday

There will be no weekday Masses this week as the pastor is away

Saturday

Lunch in the parish hall at 12pm

Sunday

Mass in the Church at 11am, Mass in Tsiigehtchic at 3pm
Lunch in the parish hall at 12pm

Con’t from page 1
You and I need to welcome this divine physician into
our lives to administer the peace of his care and
healing to our own souls. And we need to keep doing
this. If we are at peace in ourselves, we can be at
peace with others and with whatever life throws at
us. That is the way it was with the disciples.
But Jesus’ field hospital ministry is not going to send
the healed and restored disciples home to do nothing. Immediately, he reminds them of what they
heard before but had forgotten: “As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.” That little two-letter word,
“as,” set it up for the disciples and their followers all
the way down to us. We are sent “as,” or “just like”
the Father has sent Jesus; the disciples are brought
into the mission and ministry of the Savior. No wiggle
room here. Get out of the field hospital and do Jesus’
work of bringing others in and giving them the gifts
of God’s mercy and healing. Then they can repeat
the process.
To seal all this, Jesus takes them back to the foundation of the world. God’s Spirit breathed life and creation lived with the life of God. Jesus repeats that scene and breathes new life into the disciples. They are
then sent forth.
We pick it up here today. The Jubilee of Mercy is Jesus alive and well in the church, bringing care and
healing … and sending. The cycle of divine life goes
on through us.

