The Parish Bulletin
This Bulletin is a chance to communicate the important events in the life of the parish
and community. If there are news items or events that you would like people to know
about please contact the parish office with your information.

•

Bishop’s Appeal: This year the Bishop’s Appeal, “Faith in Action”, is offering each
of us the opportunity to contribute in some ways to meet the needs of our Diocese
and our local community and parish. We encourage you to prayerfully consider giving generously to this year’s Appeal in whatever way you are able. Even the smallest donation will make a difference. Bishop’s Appeal envelopes are a available at
the back of the Church.

•

Scheduled guided tours of the church begin on Monday, June 5. Tours are available
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at 6:30pm and Sunday after Mass.

•

St. Vincent de Paul yard sale will take place on Saturday, June 3 from 1-3pm. We
need volunteers to come and help set up, be present for the sale and to clean up
afterward. Please come out and join us if you can.

Guidelines for Sacraments
Baptism:

A Baptism preparation meeting is required. Please contact Fr. Jon at least one
month prior to your baby’s baptism.

Marriage: Please contact Fr. Jon at least 6 months prior to the desired date for your
wedding so as to allow adequate time for preparation and paperwork.
First Reconciliation, Communion and Confirmation:
Fr. Jon will begin planning for these sacraments shortly. If you or your child
would like to receive these sacraments please contact Fr. Jon and let him
know of your interest.
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Sunday, May 21, 2017
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17 Psalm 66 1 Peter 3: 15-18 John 14: 15-21
“It’s just not going to be the same,” is what Jesus
and his disciples were going through in today’s
gospel. They are at the Last Supper and Jesus is
saying his goodbye. He is preparing those closest
to him, whom he loves and who love him, for his
departure. Not just a farewell before going on a
short trip, when they will see one another again
in a few weeks or months, but a more permanent
farewell. He is preparing them for the shock of his
violent death and the collapse of their plans for
the future. Everything is about to change for
them. “It’s just not going to be the same.”
To their great surprise Jesus would rise from the dead and they would see him again, at
least for a short time. Then, after that, it will be all different: they would see him no
longer. They wouldn’t have him physically there with them when they needed to ask for
advice as problems arose; or feel his comforting and healing touch when they hurt, or
when someone they loved was sick; or hear his voice, speaking words of forgiveness
when they needed to be freed from guilt.
Jesus was sensitive to the loss they were about to endure. He was telling them quite
clearly, “It’s just not going to be the same.” He certainly knew from first-hand experience
their weaknesses. Soon their vulnerabilities and weaknesses would show themselves
again in a startling way, when they abandoned him at his arrest. He knew they couldn’t
make it on their own, their faith would need help. Their human courage just wasn’t
enough to send them out to spread his message after he was gone.
So, Jesus makes a promise to them: help is on the way. The Holy Spirit would come to
guide them as they faced new worlds and new issues; be with them when they suffered
for what they believed; make them aware of Jesus’ presence even though they could not
see, hear, or touch him.
Continued on Page 3

Church Schedule for the Coming Week

Thank you to the Community Kitchen Volunteers
As our weekend lunch program comes to an end for another season I
would like to take this opportunity to thank the many volunteers who
have made it possible to open our doors to the people in our community
who are most in need.
To the coordinators, the cooks the servers and to those who donated food
and money to buy supplies, thank you. You have helped to make concrete the ideals that we profess with our hearts and mouths when we
gather to pray.

May 22–May 28
Tues—Thurs

Regular Weekday Mass at 5:30pm

Fri

No Mass, Fr. Jon in Tuktoyaktuk

Sunday

Mass in the Church at 11am with Fr. Lawrence

As we rest from our service for a few months don’t forget to pray for the
homeless and those who struggle to make ends meet. Continue to do
what you can to help our neighbor and to be the hands and feet of Christ.

Have a safe and
relaxing holiday
long-weekend!

Con’t from page 1
We may be 2000 years away
from those disciples around the table with Jesus
that night; but we too have experienced loss and
need. We have said many goodbyes and experienced big changes in our lives: when a loved one
died; when we got sick and couldn’t do what we
used to on our own; when we needed to be
strong for a another; when we had a financial
setback and needed to start all over again; when
a relationship shattered.
Change is hard for us and life is constantly posing
new challenges. So, we admit by coming here
week after week, that we need what only God can
give us: a renewed life, after a big change in our
circumstances; hope that what has ended isn’t
the final word from God; strength to stay faithful
to Jesus; wisdom to help us maneuver life’s many
twists and turns. We want to be faithful to what
he says to us in today’s gospel, “If you love me,
you will keep my commandments”
Jesus sees and hears our needs, though we can’t
see, or hear, or touch him. We believe we have
him with us in his word and in this bread and
wine, our food for this moment of our lives. We
also believe he has kept his promise to us just as
he did for his disciples on Pentecost. He has given
us his Spirit. The gift of the Holy Spirit makes Jesus present to us. When he was with his disciples
he could only be in one place at one time. Now,
because of the gift of his Spirit, Jesus is with us in
each place and each period of our lives.

